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We were sad to hear the news of the death of Kofi Annan. Our thoughts go out 

to his family at this time. Sam Dawes (previous Executive Director UNA-UK) 

describes him as a person of great warmth, intelligence, patience, and above 

all, integrity.  

We bring you news of our Yemen campaign. At the London & South East 

Region Council meeting, Paul Tipple told us of the humanitarian crisis in 

Yemen. The conflict in Yemen has lasted three years. It has led to the 

displacement of around 2 million people and 20 million are in need of 

humanitarian assistance, which is 80% of the population. Yemeni children have 

paid a heavy price and it is calculated that 1 child dies every 10 minutes. The 

Branch has written a letter to our local MP and the Foreign Secretary. If you 

would like to join in the letter writing campaign email 

webster.home@btinternet.com for a fact sheet and letter writing details. 

In the autumn we had our AGM at which we heard from Matt Saltmarsh of 

UNHCR. It was very informative.  UNHCR works to provide humanitarian aid, 

shelter work and household goods. Later they provide education, livelihood 

and when refugees return home they help with reintegration. They have tried 

to educate the public about the differences between refugees and migrants 

and have not been very successful. The refugees are people who have left 

everything behind in fear of persecution. A migrant has chosen to leave. The 

vast majority are refugees. (Though I would personally add that migrant stories 

are not straight forward. I read of a young man who came to Europe following 

the Ebola crisis to provide money for his sister who has taken in several 

children orphaned by Ebola) 

This year is the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The declaration came out of the experiences of two world wars. It was drafted 

by people from many different cultural backgrounds and countries. The 

document is a huge achievement. 

2030 is the date set to achieve the sustainable development goals agreed in 

2015. The aim of the goals is that no one should be left behind. Many projects 

are under way to bring us closer to that goal. Goal 6 clean water and 
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sanitation  -   has led to the building of sand dams in Somalia- an innovation 

from Kenya. These dams help to provide fresh water in times of drought. The 

idea is that the dams hold water from temporary streams and allows the water 

to seep down below ground into the water table.  

In Afghanistan bridges have been built to aid trade and communication 

between Afghanistan and Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. This is part 

of Goal 16 Peace, justice, and strong institutions   

Climate change hits first and hardest people who are poor, the vulnerable and 

marginalised. Some of this has been seen following the devastating hurricane 

Irme in Barbuda and Honduras. As a result of the hurricane many people still 

remain in Antigua because their home countries continue to be effected by the 

huge damage inflicted by the hurricane. UNDP and Engineers Without Borders 

aim to train local people so they are able to rebuild their communities. 

One positive development - António Guterres, the UN Secretary-General, has 
welcomed the historic signing of the Convention on the Legal Status of the 
Caspian Sea, marked by a ceremony which brought together the leaders of the 
five countries bordering its coastline. 

The region has been a subject of dispute, ever since the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union in 1991. Today, Iran has to share it with Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan, all of which have different, and divergent, 
interests as far as the sea is concerned. Furthermore, one major sticking point 
has been whether to define the Caspian as a lake (which would mean it is 
divided equally between all five countries), or a sea (and therefore governed 
by the United Nations Law of the Sea).  

Whilst many issues are a long way from being resolved, the accord reportedly 
takes a compromise approach, dividing the seabed into territorial zones (as is 
the norm with a lake) and the surface as international water (as is the norm for 
an officially designated sea). It is believed that further talks will be needed to 
deal with a number of outstanding issues. 

Last year 2017 was the 10th anniversary of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. Many Indigenous People have suffered many injustices: 

they have been killed, tortured and enslaved. We wrote to PRME business 

schools in the UK calling for them to teach about indigenous peoples.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

We are very pleased to have received several replies which we have put on our 

website at http://unastreatham.wordpress.com/ 
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