
 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to our 2016 Newsletter 

Last year for our AGM we had an Informative and dynamic talk from Baroness 

Prosser from the House of Lords. She has a special interest in woman’s issues 

and gave us a talk on Women in the workplace and the world. She had a very 

wide breath of experience having been Deputy General Secretary to Bill Morris 

at the Transport and General Workers Union  from 1998-2002 as well as 

President of the TUC in 1996. 

She spoke of the issues women face in various countries from child marriage a 

product of poverty, violence against women and very topical she raised the 

loss to the economy of women with children, in particular when they have two 

children, who are moving from traditional industries to employment in 

supermarkets which have more flexible shifts so losing investment in training 

and skills. 

Annual Law Lecture 

In the spring some of us attended the Annual Law Lecture on religious 

persecution in Law by Dr Gahanea. One of the things she highlighted was 

concern being expressed over the destruction of religious sites. Recently at the 

International Criminal Court in the Hague in the Netherlands, Ahmad Al-Farqi 

Al-Mahdi has been convicted of intentionally directing attacks on historic 

monuments in Mali. These attacks included 9 mausoleums and a mosque in 

Timbuktu. It was a first for the ICC to have two countries, Mali and Niger 

cooperating with the ICC to bring this case. Al-Mahdi now awaits sentencing. 

This year our most exciting news has been that the Branch has been awarded 

the Stevens trophy by London and South East Region of UNA for our 

enterprising programme of activities. 

Humanitarian Action 

In May this year the World Humanitarian Summit was held in Istanbul in 

Turkey. The Secretary General described how around 6million people have fled 



their homes. Of these 38m are internally displaced in their own country while 

20m are refugees and 2m are asylum seekers.The Summit looked at a diversity 

of issues facing the world now as well as forthcoming challenges and how to 

cope with the growing demands. 

Great stress was put on the importance of humanitarian law and human rights 

law. It was agreed that to achieve this countries will train their armed forces to 

respect this, adopt the principles into national legislation, ratify core 

international treaties and to increase education and awareness raising. Also a 

new development was that various participants pledged to train non-state 

armed groups to adhere to international humanitarian and human rights law. 

Great concern was expressed at military attacks on schools, hospitals as well as 

journalists and that measure should be taken to protect these vital buildings 

and that they should not be used by the military. The chair of the summit 

spoke as how together we have taken steps to awaken the global conscience.    

Children 

UNICEF along with other Agencies have in a recent report highlighted the 

continuing devasting effects of continuing violence due to Boko Haram in the 

Lake Chad area. This violence affects Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger. This 

has led to 2.5million people being displaced half of whom are children. UNICEF 

is working with other Agencies in giving 170,000 children psychosocial support 

almost 100,000 are being treated for severe acute malnutrition and over 

100,000 took part in learning programmes. In this part of the world families 

and communities already hard pressed have taken in many of these people. 

Climate Change 

Climate change is affecting many area‘s in Africa the recent El Nino weather 

pattern has brought a severe drought to Southern and Eastern parts of Africa. 

South Africa has endured its hottest decade on record. Across the area 

livestock is dying and the maize crop has been severly affected. It is hoped 

rains will come in October though they could be insufficient or bring flooding. 

FAO (Food and Agricultural Organisation) is working with local people to 

support them in the planting season before October. They are providing seeds, 

tools as well as supporting livestock by vaccination, restocking, and providing 

emergency fodder. There are many families with food insecurity across south 

and east Africa. 
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